
Bellingham Covenant Preschool  
Parent Orientation  

2018-2019 

WELCOME TO PRESCHOOL! 
Director Hannah Cranny (Ms. Hannah) 
Teacher Jill Takemura (Mrs. T) 
Teacher Charity Garza (Ms. Charity) 

INTRODUCTIONS 
Teachers, Parents and Families 

GOALS & PURPOSE 
The purpose of Bellingham Covenant Preschool is to assist with the development of 
each child through play, discovery, and personal growth. We accomplish this 
through focusing on spiritual, emotional, physical & social development. We are 
unabashedly a Christian Preschool and have daily Bible Stories which reinforce the 
truth of who God is and what it means to follow him.  

6 NEEDS OF PRESCHOOLERS 
1) Need understanding of some basic skills before learning to read. We will work 

with them on sharing, listening, following directions, encouraging them to be 
kind and loving towards one another, etc.  Academics are taught as well by daily 
blending into our curriculum. Friday classes have more emphasis on the 
alphabet, numbers, writing names and special projects.  

2) Need time and space to be a child. To ponder, to wonder, to dream, imagine, and 
to be themselves. 

3) Need boundaries. Parents still need to make decisions for children but you can 
give them choices such as choosing between two things rather than choosing for 
them. 

4) Need healthy food, plenty of sleep, appropriate clothing and lots of hugs & 
words of encouragement. 

5) Need to be read to and brought to the Library. They want to see you read and be 
read to. Their minds are captivated by stories and pretend worlds that they are 
eager for us to engage in. What a joy it is to enter into a preschoolers 
imagination.  

6) Need the opportunity to be exposed to conversations and active social 
environments other than TV, computer & video games.  

KIDS ORIENTATION 
9:00AM-9:45AM -  M/W Morning 4 Year Old Class  
10:00AM-10:45AM - T/Th 3 Year Old Class  
11:00AM - 11:45AM - M/W Afternoon 4 Year Old Class  
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This is a 45 minute orientation to help the children acclimate to the classroom environment 
before being dropped off by mom or dad. We ask that parents please stay in the classroom 
the duration of the orientation. While we work with your children, we encourage you to 
meet other parents and become familiar with the names and faces of people you will be 
seeing quite often this year.    
*We will be taking your picture! We will have a photo booth outside the classroom 
where we will be taking a picture of you and your little one in order to put on our door 
for the year ahead. We ask that you be prepared to come a little early or stay a little later 
in order for us to get your picture.  

CLASS TIME 
Class begins for the 4 year olds on Monday September 10th from 9:00-11:30am and 
12:30-3:00pm, and for the 3 year olds on Tuesday September 11th from 9:00-11:30am. 
We appreciate your prompt pick up at 11:30am and 3:00pm so we are able to clean 
up and be timely ourselves.  
Please note: Bellingham Covenant Preschool follows all Bellingham Public School 
calendar snow days, holidays and schedules. We do not cancel with teacher 
workdays, early releases or conferences. Feel free to call us if you are unsure about 
any of these details.  

CHILD PICK UP 
Look for red/green sign in window. When our door is closed, we are not ready for 
you. Safety of your child is very important to us. If someone other than parents or 
established carpools is picking up a child from preschool we need to be notified 
before 11:30am of that day. We also request that you please come into the classroom 
to pick up your child. We reinforce that the children stay on the carpet until their 
parents come into the classroom.  

In order to maintain a safe teaching environment, we have also decided to add an 
extra step of precaution this year by locking the Cafe Fika doors 15 minutes before 
and after pick up and drop off times. We are also asking that you try not to use the 
exit door inside the classroom itself to come in or out of the room. We have learned 
that if we never use that door, the children do not realize it exists and due to having 
runners in the past, it is best if we limit the door usage in the classroom as much as 
we can. Thank you for understanding.  

FIELD TRIPS 
Parents who can and want to drive their children on any field trips please sign up 
and indicate how many children they can drive including your own. If you will be 
driving your child please sign up as well. Please do this in advance so carpool 
arrangement can be made for the rest of the class.  Car seats or booster seats are 
required for all field trips. Please put names on your child’s car seats and jackets.   
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Only those parents with completed background checks are eligible to drive other 
preschool children.  If you haven’t completed a background check please see the 
appropriate paperwork on the tables.  

Tentatively, our first field trip will be to Phil and Sandy Weiss’s apple farm on  
Monday October 8th for the 4 year olds 
Tuesday October 9th for the 3 year olds 

   
Please sign up if you are able to help with transportation.  We hope to leave by 
9:10am and return at our regular preschool time. Please dress for mud or rain. 

This year with the additional 4 year old class in the afternoon, we would like to have 
our afternoon class join our morning class for all field trips. If this is impossible for 
any of our afternoon students and families, please let Hannah know and we will 
make other arrangements for the afternoon class.  

SCHOOL FORMS 
Please fill out an immunization form or collect one from your family doctor to turn 
into us so that we can have documentation of your child’s immunization records. 
Also, please check the appropriate table after this meeting to make sure we have all 
your needed information. 

SHOW & TELL 
We will divide the class roster in half which is provided at the 3 and 4 year old 
tables.  The first half will always have show and tell on Mondays or Tuesdays.  The 
second half will always have show and tell on Wednesdays or Thursdays. Children 
should bring show and tell items only on his/her day of show and tell. Please do not 
send toys with your child to school on other days. We encourage nature items and 
child-made projects.  Because of limited time and attention spans we ask you to 
kindly remind your child to bring only one item to share.  Please leave toy weapons, 
violent action figures, Brat and Barbie dolls at home. 

SNACKS 
We ask that you please sign up for 3 weeks of bringing snacks, one of which is your 
child’s birthday week. Unless you tell us otherwise, we have already written your 
name on your child’s birthday week and we ask that you please sign up for two 
more weeks when we break to the tables. Summer birthdays will be celebrated at on 
the correlating half birthday starting in January so that no-one gets left out. Cups 
and napkins are provided. Please DO NOT send purple juice or cupcakes for snacks.  

4 TIPS FOR A HEALTHY PRESCHOOLER 
1) To safeguard the health of the children in our preschool we ask that you kindly 

respect our guidelines.  Children with the following symptoms should stay at 
home:                                                                                   

           Diarrhea or vomiting                       Fever within the last 24 hours 
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           Congested cough                              Thick or colored nose or throat discharge 
           Puffy, pink or infected eyes             Rash 
      Please keep your child home if he/she is not feeling well. 
2) Jackets, sweaters, or sweatshirts are encouraged for our outside playtime. Please 

put names on these and for safety reasons do not send them in clogs or flip-flops.  
3) Send your child off to preschool after a good night’s sleep and a good breakfast. 

Please take him/her to the bathroom before bringing to class. 
4) If you have any questions or concerns regarding your child do not hesitate to 

speak with us.  If there are any changes at home: a move, death in family, 
sickness or lost pet—any of these can upset a child. Let us know. If your child is 
having difficulty with preschool or we are having difficulty with your child we 
will arrange a conference. Please tell us if your child is unhappy or something is 
bothering him/her, we want to help!  

DISCIPLINE 
We don’t usually need to worry about this. Sometimes it is necessary to ask children 
not to hit or to use kind words. If the problem reoccurs, we will give them a time 
out. After that we will call and talk to you, working something out. We want ALL 
the children to feel safe and have a positive experience. Just because a child is 3 or 4 
does not mean he/she is ready for a preschool experience.   Conferences can be 
made upon request & and are confidential. We won’t discuss your child’s progress 
in the presence of other children or parents. Feel free to call us anytime.  

SPECIAL DAYS 
All Saint’s Day will be our first special day of the school year and many days such as Hero 
Day, cowboy day, color day, and others will follow throughout the year. We will be 
celebrating this particular holiday on Wednesday October 31st and Thursday November 
1st. What is All Saints Day? Great question. It is a day that we celebrate people who love 
Jesus and live a life pleasing to him. We dress up as a saint we have learned about and do a 
small parade through the building.  Traditionally this is a Catholic holiday, we are not 
Catholic, but we have adopted it because we love an excuse to dress up and to encourage 
learning the stories of positive role models for our children. 

BLESSINGS 
We are a church! And we have a pastor that usually comes to pray a blessing over 
the kids at the beginning of the year. When we have this set up we will let you know 
and you are welcome to join us for the sweet simple moment towards the end of 
class.   

TUITION 
Please be prompt with your tuition payment. $165 for 3 day class or $130 for the 2 
day classes. If you write a check, please make it out to BCC (Bellingham Covenant 
Church). It is due the first week of each month. If payments are late we will add a $5 
charge. You have 3 options for paying tuition: 
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*Whichever option you choose, we ask that you PLEASE DO NOT give your 
payment to the teachers, church office, or your student. It is too easy to misplace a 
check or cash. Contact Hannah Cranny for any questions or concerns.  
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Pay Online Via Stripe 

Unfortunately, there is no "free" way to pay online via convenient 
online portals; nevertheless, if you do not mind paying a small fee, 
you are welcome to pay via Stripe. This is an online payment 
portal available on our website. Many parents feel less stressed 
knowing they can pay online if they are late in paying or forgot 
their checkbook on the day it is due. The fee for Visa, Mastercard, 
Discover, or debit cards is 2.9% + $0.30 and breaks down as the 
following: 
2 Days per week monthly tuition = $130 + $4.07 = $134.07 
3 Days per week monthly tuition = $165 + $5.09 = $170.09 
Registration fee = $70 + $2.33 = $72.33

Write a Check & Drop it in the Tuition Box 

Write a check by the 5th of each month and place it 
inside the tuition lock box on the shelf inside of the 
preschool door.  

*If you chose this option, please make sure to write your 
child's name is the sub-note so that we know who the 
tuition payment is assigned to as well as writing the 
check to BELLINGHAM COVENANT PRESCHOOL 
(Please do not make it out to Bellingham Covenant 
Church). 

Utilize Your Bank’s Bill Pay 

Utilize Bill Pay on your banks online banking portal 
and add Bellingham Covenant Church as a payee. All 
major banks will offer to mail us a check on your 
behalf free of charge once you add us to your online 
Bill Pay account. All you need is our name and 
address: Bellingham Covenant Preschool - 1530 East 
Bakerview Road, Bellingham, WA, 98226.  

*If you chose this option, please make sure to write 
your child's name is the sub-note so that we know who 
the tuition payment is assigned to as well as writing 
the check to BELLINGHAM COVENANT 
PRESCHOOL (Please do not make it out to Bellingham 
Covenant Church). 



ONLINE RESOURCES 
Newsletters will be posted on our website as well as snack schedules. Please check 
on Parent Resources tab if you forget any of this information at bccpreschool.com  

COMMUNICATION EXPECTATIONS 
We are available for communication between 8:00am-6:00pm. Please do not expect 
us to respond in our off hours, or even right before class when we are quite busy. 
We also ask that you please not ask us any behavioral questions over text message 
or even email. We are happy to have those conversations with you, but they are 
always better addressed in person.  In regards to sick kids, we ask that you text 
either Mrs T or Ms. Hannah if your child is sick for the day after 8:00am.  

We understand that you are over communicated with via social media, other 
children in school, church, community activities, and we don't want to overwhelm 
you with more information. Therefore, we are going to try our best to streamline 
information to you via just two portals of communication: Email and our website. 
Once we finalize snack schedules, rosters, field trip schedules, and newsletters, they 
will all be available via the parent resources tab on our website.  

ANY QUESTIONS? 
If we have left anything out that you have questions about please feel free to contact 
us at the numbers below.  It is our prayer that your preschooler feels blessed by 
being in our preschool and to draw closer to God, sharing His never-ending love 
with others. We pray your child will thrive in Bellingham Covenant Preschool and 
make many lifelong friends, including our Lord Jesus Christ! 

Director Hannah Cranny  
hannah@bellinghamcov.org 
(206) 676-2793 

Teacher Jill Takemura  
jilltakemura@msn.com  
(360) 927-0689 

Teacher Charity Garza  
charityanngarza@gmail.com 
(360) 303-6768 
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